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A glance at the map of Europe will show that Germany
since she cut Austria adrift in 1866 is at the mercy of her
neighbours if ever they should combine to attack her simul-
taneously.

Unlike other countries the new empire in the centre of
Europe has not a single defence to fall back upon and her
frontiers are open all round to invasion, so she is dependent
solely on her military organization against the revenge of her
former victims, France, Austria, Denmark and the Pope.

I have myself heard the Emperor, Prince Bismarck, Count
Moltke and other high leading authorities deplore the weakness
of Germany in earnest and anxious language, and I have even
heard it admitted since the 'scare' in 1875 that for years to come
the first condition of the very existence of Germany must be the
alliance with Russia.

This state of things has probably suggested to Prince Bismarck
the thought that if he could but interest and occupy the Powers
in the settlement of the Eastern Question they would, for the
present at least, leave Germany alone. Germany having no
direct interest in Turkey it is a matter of indifference to him
how the question is settled, so long as the Powers interested
find a solution that will really give peace to Germany and
Europe.

If that end could only be attained through a redistribution of
territory, Prince Bismarck would, as he says himself, be equally
agreeable to oblige his friends at the expense of the Sultan
by supporting their respective wishes; so long as such re-
distribution became a real guarantee of a sound and lasting
peace.

For a long time as Your Lordship is aware Prince Bismarck
flattered himself that a sound and lasting settlement of the Ori-
ental Question could be more rapidly achieved through an
Anglo-German alliance than through any other. Besides which
an alliance with England would relieve Germany from the
Russian protectorate under which she has groaned so long and
give her the much longed for liberty to control, check or oppose
Russia at pleasure. But that was not to be, and so having failed
to substitute an English for a Russian alliance, he found himself
reluctantly compelled to adhere to Russia as heretofore, and
save Germany from the danger of a Franco-Russian alliance
with which Prince Gorchakov had threatened him at the
time of the 'scare* in 1875, when Russia gave practical proof
of her power to impose peace on Germany by moral pressure
only.